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Text:  Matthew 19:1-12 (p. 824) 

Jesus is very pro-marriage.  In fact, He is so pro-marriage that He highlights a foun-
dational aspect of marriage that is often forgotten – a principle that has to be deep 
within us if we want a marriage that both _________ and _________ __________. 

______ _______ is necessary every day. 

God – who is Father, Son and Spirit – is ___________ (one).  When we choose to 
join ourselves with a spouse, we are entering into a covenant that is intended 
to join us together like the Trinity of God is joined together as one.  

Don’t make the mistake of _________________ contract with covenant.  They 
are not the same thing.  Covenant is different and far deeper than contract. 

Contract usually has an end date.  Covenant is permanent.  Contract only 
involves part of a person.  Covenant involves the ______________ of a per-
son. 

The image of ____________ ___________ the pieces of sacrificial animals (Gn. 
15:5,17-18) was an act on the part of the covenant participants where they 
were saying: 

“May the same things that happened to these animals happen to me if I 
violate this covenant.  May I be ________ _____ _________ if I violate our 
covenant.” 

Marriage is a covenant between two individuals to one another, but it is also is 
a covenant between the individuals and __________.  (Mal. 2:14) 

Marriage isn’t merely a legal contract between two individuals that can eas-
ily be thrown aside.  It is a covenant where God works to join a man and 
woman together in a way that is intended to bring great joy and satisfac-
tion based on the ___________ of their lifelong commitment to each other. 

When we know we are called into marriage, and we embrace the covenantal 
aspect of marriage, it creates a place of safety and security for us – which is 
exactly what we long for in this ____________ ____________.   

When we know our spouse not only said “I do” however long ago but 
again and again communicates “I do” today, it creates a solid foundation 
from which we ___________ into the ___________ God has for us. 

If we want a marriage that is lasting and life giving, we must _____________ 
and ____________ covenant again and again and again. 

When in our hearts we embrace covenant, when we seek to communicate reg-
ularly with word and action covenant, it creates an environment that produces 
____________ ___________.  It’s that foundational!  
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