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Text:  Genesis 2:18-24 (p.2) 

50% of all marriages do ________ end in divorce, and nowhere close to 50% of all 
people who have ever been married have gone through a divorce.  

Even more, those who would dare be radical and ______________ their faith 
regularly divorce at a much lower rate than the general population. 

____________ _____________ isn’t 50/50.  You have much better odds, espe-
cially if you seek to live your faith in daily life. 

But who wants to merely survive?  If I am called by God to the state of 
marriage, I want a marriage that both __________ and ________ 
__________.   

God wanted Adam – He wants us – to know how deeply He designed us to need 
community.  Men and women, even if we were sinless (like Adam), need _________ 
___________.   

Marriage isn’t the only way we have community.  But it is likely the most in-
tense.  And it serves as a __________________ for God’s plan for humanity. 

To have a marriage that is lasting and life-giving, we must keep the _________ 
________ _____________. 

Marriage has to be _________ _______________ of human relationships.  And 
that actually begins long before you say I do. 

If you think you’re going to be married someday, you _____________ 
your future spouse in who you choose to date, how you choose to date 
and what you are willing to do and not do when you date. 

To make marriage __________ you have to __________. 

The word translated “hold fast” in Genesis 2:24 means “to ____________ 
with great energy and cling to something ____________.”  

The temptation of marriage is to quit _____________ once the wedding and 
honeymoon occur, once life becomes more complex with kids and work.   

When we are “dating” we tend to study the other person and 
____________ their needs so we can win their hearts.   

But once we are married, we can be tempted to believe their hearts no 
longer need to be won.  We (both men and women) push aside the very 
principle that got us to this point of marriage.  ____________. 

The ___________________ of all priority relationships is to get distracted from 
prioritizing that relationship to the level it needs to be.  It happens with our 
two, and it happens with our One.  (Rev. 2:4-5) 
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